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Situation Summary and Highlights  
 

 One new case of COVID-19 was confirmed in PNG on 20 June. The case 
is a foreign resident of Port Moresby. About 50 contacts have been 
identified and on quarantine, and contact tracing is ongoing. To date, 
PNG has a total of 9 cases, affecting five provinces. 

 On 17 June, PNG Governor-General Grand Chief Sir Bob Dadae, by the 
powers conferred by National Pandemic Act 2020, acting with and in 
accordance with advise of National Executive Council, appointed Police 
Commissioner David Manning as Controller and Acting Health Secretary 
Paison Dakulala as Deputy Controller. 

 The appointment was followed by issuance of seven (8) new national 
pandemic measures aimed at enhancing Government's COVID-19 
response (See Annex A).  

 Syndromic surveillance reporting and testing have improved, but evident 
gaps remain. For the period of 12 to 18 June, the average national 
submission rate for daily COVID-19 surveillance reporting is 34% (versus 
44% last week).  

 

Surveillance and Points of Entry  

• Suspected COVID-19 (including SARI) are being reported daily from provinces however while completeness of reporting is increasing, 

reports and collection of samples may not be representative enough to strongly evidence the current transmission assessment.  

• For the period of 12 to 18 June, eight (8) provinces (East Sepik, Autonomous Region of Bougainville, West Sepik, West New Britain, 
Eastern Highlands, Enga, Madang and Gulf) have achieved over 80% reporting. During the same period, four (4) provinces (New 
Ireland, Oro, Milne Bay and Western Highlands) did not submit any reports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Situation Report is jointly issued by PNG National Department of Health and World Health Organization once weekly. This Report is not comprehensive and covers information received as of reporting date. 

 

Figure 1. Daily COVID-19 Surveillance Reporting by Province 
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• Papua Province in Indonesia is reporting an increasing number of COVID-19 cases in areas that border West Sepik Province and 
North Fly District in Western Province. While the border is officially closed, it is porous and there is high risk of importation of COVID-
19 cases. As of 18 June, the province has reported a total of 1 344 confirmed cases. 

 

 
 

• As of 19 June, a total of 5637 samples were collected for COVID-19 PCR testing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Location of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases in Papua New Guinea by District (as of 20 June)    
and New Cases Reported in Papua Province of Indonesia (in the past 24 hours) 

 

Figure 3. Number of COVID-19 PCR Lab Results by Province from January to 19 June 2020 (n=5389) 

Source: NCC RRT Dashboard as of 18 June, 10PM 
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• From 5 to 16 June, the total number of persons in quarantine (PIQs) is 428. As of 18 June, NCC monitors were able to speak with 
and successfully check on symptoms of 398 (94.1%) PIQs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clinical Management and Infection Prevention and Control  
 

• The data available at the national level in terms of number of facilities for COVID-19 pre-triaging, quarantine and isolation are based 
on the responses of provincial authorities to the Provincial Preparedness Checklist (PPC) and the questionnaires (based on PPC) 
filled out by the provinces and/or interview of provincial staff by NDOH regional coordinators. Additional sources of information 
include the records of assessment for medical and non-medical equipment, laboratory diagnostics, health workforce and financial 
resources from stakeholders and partners. The data is undergoing validation.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3A. Number of Facilities and Beds for COVID-19  
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• A team of technical officers from NDoH and WHO continues to roll out the comprehensive training on clinical management, infection 
prevention and control (IPC), surveillance, rapid response and risk communication.  

• Most of the provincial trainings were conducted together with awareness and sensitization activities for health workers, other 
government employees like teachers, disciplinary forces, NGOs, business houses, and other stakeholders.  Some provinces have 
conducted their own trainings, but with varied scope and content.  

  

Communication, Community Engagement and Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions 
(Social Measures) 
 

• National Communication Plan for COVID-19, with focus on risk communication, community engagement, application of NPIs, and 
addressing psychosocial needs in the communities, has been implemented at the national level and guided planning and 
implementation in the provinces. 

• The Government, with support from WHO, endorsed for implementation a policy paper on “New Normal in the COVID-19 Pandemic 
– Niupela Pasin (New Way)”. Various information and communication products are being developed for various target audiences.  

• Provincial teams continue to conduct mass awareness activities on COVID-19 using local radio and community dialogue and 
meetings. Messaging related to other health issues such as immunization, dengue prevention and control continues to be 
disseminated at the national and provincial levels.  

• Education and health sectors, church partners and NGOs are working together to develop communication materials for the schools.  

• The NDOH, in partnership with the Department of Information, Communication and Technology, has been conducting a program 
that runs on Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday.  
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Logistics and Supplies  
 

• Under World Bank-supported PNG COVID-19 Emergency Response Project, procurement is undertaken by UNICEF and UNOPS. 
Under UNICEF, the following are in process of procurement: (1) personal protective equipment; and, (2) equipment and consumables 
for waste management including 9 incinerators. Under UNOPS, the following are in the process of being procured: (1) GeneXpert 
machines and consumables (10 GenExpert machines including laptop; 15 000 cartridges; 10 incinerators; 10 scrubbers; 1 portable 
gas analyser); (2) PCR and accessories (2 PCR machines; 10 biosafety cabinets; 1 containerized PCR laboratory; 25 000 generic lab 
test kits and reagents, equipment and consumables compatible with PCR machines); and, other equipment (16 oxygen concentrators 
for each of 20 provincial hospitals including accessories; solar panels for 3 provincial hospitals; 10 invasive bedside ventilators).  The 
type of incinerator to be procured by both agencies under World Bank support will be of same type. At the request of NDOH, there 
is a plan to increase the number of biosafety cabinets from 10 to 27 in order to cover all provincial laboratories.  

• The following are totals of PPEs UNICEF has provided, either received in country or are in transit to country: (1) gowns – 43 400; (2) 
protective goggles – 20 555; (3) gloves – 201 000; (4) N95 masks – 100 500; (5) surgical masks – 229 000; (6) surgical caps – 12 000; 
(7) aprons – 1500; (8) face shields – 60 020; (9) coveralls – 5000; (10) thermometers – 120; and, (11) shoe covers – 2000.  

• On 19 June, more than 1900 kg of assorted personal protective equipment were turned over by WHO to National Department of 
Health. The PPEs that were packed in 163 boxes included face masks, face shields, goggles, gloves and gowns for use by health 
workers at the district health facilities. In the last few weeks, 46 cartons of masks have already been dispatched to 22 provinces.  

• The third batch of PPE purchased by Kumul Petroleum Holdings Limited was presented to State authorities on 20 June, which 
includes test kits, surgical masks and others.  

• Total PPE supplies distributed to provinces shall be presented in the following Situation Report to cover the period of April to June 
2020. Thereafter, updates shall be provided monthly. Below are the total number of supplies distributed across the country for the 
month of June as of 13 June.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon Jelta Wong and NDOH Acting Secretary Dr Paison Dakulala receives donated 
PPEs from WHO Representative in Papua New Guinea Dr Luo Dapeng 
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Funding and Expenditure 
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ANNEX A – Pandemic Measure Orders 
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ANNEX B – Provincial Updates 
Note: The data available at the national level in terms of number of facilities for COVID-19 pre-triaging, quarantine and isolation are based on the responses of provincial 
authorities to the Provincial Preparedness Checklist (PPC) and the questionnaires (based on PPC) filled out by the provinces and/or interview of provincial staff by NDOH 
regional coordinators. Additional sources of information include the records of assessment for medical and non-medical equipment, laboratory diagnostics, health workforce 
and financial resources from stakeholders and partners. The data is undergoing validation. 
 

New Guinea Islands Region  
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Momase Region  
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Highlands Region  
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Southern Region 
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ANNEX C – Photos 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

For more information about this Situation Report, contact: 
Dr Daoni Esorom 

A/Executive Manager, Public Health, National Department of Health 
Email: daoniesorom@gmail.com; Mobile: +675-72313983 

COVID-19 Trainings in the Provinces:                       

Alotau in Milne Bay (upper left photo);                  

Maprik in East Sepik (upper right photo);     

Wewak in East Sepik (photo on the left) 

Madang District Health Managers 

receive their IEC materials for 

COVID-19 distributed by WHO   

(L-R: Usino Bundi, Bogia, Middle 

Ramu and Sumkar) 


